
China – A Land of 
Contrasts 



1.3 
billion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Map of China.
Huge country.  To give idea of scale: many colours = provinces.  See Yunnan?  Whole of UK can fit inside.
Population?  1.3 billion.  UK = 60 million.  20x size of us.  One quarter of world.

Country which cannot be ignored.



A rapidly developing country 
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Presentation Notes
Buildings
Cars
Homes
Schools
Global chains



A land of striking contrasts 
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Presentation Notes
Cave, mud, straw houses.  Let’s look inside...
Poor homes.
No cars.
Poor schools.  Lucky to have any education at all...
School-less kids.







A land of increasing changes 
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Presentation Notes
Who is building and developing China?
Answer = vast army of migrant workers from countryside.
Around 130 million = “largest peacetime movement of humanity in history” (New York Times) = entire population of Japan!

Problem = illegal, no rights, no status, long hours, bad conditions, swindled by employers, workplace hazards, no social services (healthcare, education).
Second-class citizens, looked down on.



Challenges 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inequalities and injustices growing = unrest, instability.

Chinese police own figures = 2005, 87,000 protests, 4 million people = 120-230 incidents each day.
Chinese government TERRIFIED of chaos.

Another instability = how can China sustain its growth?
One Child policy = population getting old very fast.
“China has to get rich before it grows old” - future = more resources coping with elderly.



Increasing global impact 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many things China does will have an impact on us:

“Made in China”: Workshop of the world, booming economy = 4th largest (we = 5th)

Growing military might, nuclear power.

Sent a man in to space, worries about space race.

Environment: Europe = 2% emissions, China = 15%, 2009 = overtake US, will negate what we do here.

Health: SARS, bird flu, HIV/AIDS

Olympics

China growing stronger, more powerful.  Odds are, will eclipse US and become world’s next superpower.  Question is, what kind of values and leadership will it provide?  (“One World, One Dream” - whose and what kind of dream?)



Moral, ethical, spiritual 
development? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Economic growth = yes.  Moral, ethical, spiritual development = ?

What can people believe?  What gives meaning to life?  Currently = spiritual vacuum.  Many rushing in to influence Chinese minds now e.g. Moonies!

If China going to have global impact, hope it will be guided by sane principles, ideally Christian.



How about the 
government? 

• Overwhelmed 

• Bureaucracy 

• Problems as a 
result of the Cultural 
Revolution 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overwhelmed:
Two centuries of change in to two decades.  
Everything happening at once - industrialisation, urbanisation, planned -> market economy, communism -> capitalism, no laws -> rule of law, information technology, globalisation.
Many things out of its control.

Bureaucracy and corruption: 
China is huge.  Make decisions at centre != understood and implemented at grassroots.  
Local officials have own agendas, some corrupt, concentrate on self-preservation.  Even good ones have own priorities e.g. money comes for healthcare or education, don’t see point in it, invest in agriculture or new roads.

Incapable: 
So many changes happening at once, don’t have expertise in all fields, often no idea what to do in many cases.  
Have to be careful about policies ‘cos affects millions upon millions.  Example: healthcare - made reforms to build more hospitals, insist on higher standards of doctor training, better equipment.  Result = medical fees went sky high, rich happy, but millions without healthcare - can’t afford or doctors lose licenses.
No idea what’s the best policy in many instances.

Ideally, government should cover all needs but either can’t or won’t.  Same in UK.  This is where “civil society” comes in - charities, NGOs, church groups, humanitarian groups - help fill the gaps while highlighting them and prompting government and society to do something.



Chinese helping Chinese 
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Presentation Notes
One such group = Amity Foundation.

Founded in 1985 by Chinese Christians, operates according to Christian ethos of love.  Tries to improve people’s lives but also educate government and society about the needs of the overlooked.

Let’s take a look at its work...



Basic needs 
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Presentation Notes
65% / 800 million people live in the countryside.  Very harsh conditions, often lack the basics e.g. water.  Often have to trek for miles to get water, usually women who spend their lives doing this.  

Do water projects to bring water to villages for drinking, washing, irrigation.  Makes enormous difference, especially to women.



Basic needs 
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Presentation Notes
Country areas = no healthcare, no doctors, no medicines, no clinics.  Simple illnesses e.g. appendicitis, childbirth, pneumonia, accidents and poisoning e.g. you die!  Often have to travel miles in rough conditions to get help.

Amity = village doctor training programme, also to people of other faiths e.g. Buddhist monks.  Mobile clinics.



The way forward 
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Presentation Notes
Place of women, especially in countryside = low.
Change thinking, improve status of women = micro credit programme.



Improved services 



Enterprise 



Dignity 
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Presentation Notes
Not many specialised services for handicapped, particularly in rural areas.  Result = many handicapped neglected, shut away, depressed.

Amity = training projects to teach blind people how to function, make a living, be independent, sustain selves e.g. CBR, rope making, massage.



One Child Policy 
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Presentation Notes
May have heard about Chinese orphanages... BBC “Dying Rooms” documentary.  Underfunded, understaffed, untrained personnel, overwhelmed.

Most orphans = girls or handicapped.

Amity = grandmas programme (= love, attention, staff training), operations (e.g. cleft palate), integration in to local schools (= remove stigma, educate society) and foster care (= normal life)



Education  



Coping strategies 
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Presentation Notes
Environmental concerns = question of education to be mindful.  Amity projects stress this.  E.g. farmers traditionally cut down trees for fuel = dessertification.  

Amity = solar stoves, biogas, organic farming, tree planting.



Life outside the city 



HIV / AIDS 



Cross-cultural communication 
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Presentation Notes
Definitely needed, English skills still lacking, lots of “Chinglish”, e.g...

Not just language though, also serve as bridge builders and peace makers.  Close contact with Chinese over extended period of time = tear down prejudices and stereotypes on both sides, examine shared values, make up for many of our government’s mistakes!



Chinese helping Chinese 

"The government's 
capacities are limited, 
and we fill holes that 

are left by lack of 
management or 

experience on the side 
of the government." 

Yu Qun 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s return to the question of how Amity’s work relates to the government... see what Amity staff selves say about this...



Chinese helping Chinese 

"Often, after we have been 
involved in a certain area, 

the government will be 
inspired by our programs 
to initiate similar projects.” 

Gu Renfa 



Chinese helping Chinese 

"We have to face reality 
while, at the same time, 

pushing for better 
policies." 

Qiu Zhonghui 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Groups like Amity are fostering positive values, building a civil society, trying to help selves.  Deserve our support in this.



“How the world copes with 
China may well be the 
biggest ‘what-if’ of all.” 

(Why China?) “It’s not the 
money that counts so much 

as the chance to influence the 
kind of country that China is 

and will become.” 

“It's about a world where people are united by 
shared values, not divided by lines drawn on 

maps. That's the real hope for the 21st century.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To sum up...

China big, important, getting more important each day.  Could be new superpower.  How that country evolves = shape the world, including our world...

(Stephen Roach, Morgan Stanley) “How the world copes with China may well be the biggest ‘what-if’ of all.”

(Nick Young, China Development Brief)
 
(Why China?) “It’s not the money that counts so much as the chance to influence the kind of country that China is and will become.”

“It's about a world where people are united by shared values, not divided by lines drawn on maps. That's the real hope for the 21st century.”


	China – A Land of Contrasts
	Slide Number 2
	A rapidly developing country
	A land of striking contrasts
	A land of increasing changes
	Challenges
	Increasing global impact
	Moral, ethical, spiritual development?
	How about the government?
	Chinese helping Chinese
	Basic needs
	Basic needs
	The way forward
	Improved services
	Enterprise
	Dignity
	One Child Policy
	Education 
	Coping strategies
	Life outside the city
	HIV / AIDS
	Cross-cultural communication
	Chinese helping Chinese
	Chinese helping Chinese
	Chinese helping Chinese
	Slide Number 28

